BSF Cancellation Announcement (05/07/10).
Whilst I am obviously disappointed that Nottinghamshire will not receive its planned £150million share of BSF investment for our first wave of nine schools, I understand fully the financial circumstances that the Government now faces that have led to the decision.

We have always been concerned about the bureaucracy involved in the BSF process. Nottinghamshire has been forced to spend almost £3million in preparation costs to date and under the existing BSF process would have probably had to spend a further £2million to close the BSF contract. It is my belief that we could have made much better use of this money if the capital investment had been allocated direct to the Council at a much earlier stage.
I have already asked officers in the Children and Young People’s Department to carryout work to review the entire school estate and present me with a list of the worst elements of our school buildings. I want to ensure that our ongoing capital investment is focussed on dealing with sorting out our worst buildings in the most effective way

Ensuring our young people attend good schools remains a priority for this administration and we will work with the Government to ensure that we focus resources where they are most needed and avoid wasting money on overly bureaucratic processes like BSF.
Cllr Philip Owen

Lead Member, CYPS

Note to Comms Office

The schools in the first wave included – Garibaldi, Grove, Orchard Special, Meden, Dukeries, Nottinghamshire Learning Centre, Joseph Whitaker, Magnus, Minster (ICT only).
The Sutton Academy proposal was being developed in conjunction with the first wave of BSF schools, it is unclear at present whether the announcement means that this Academy rebuild will be supported.
