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Welcome to our third newsletter!  As you can see we’ve had a bit of a makeover and are now
Nottinghamshire Community Archaeology.  We’re still involved in the same projects, but
we’re now working all over Nottinghamshire.  This issue we bring you details from the
excavation at Fox Wood, updates on the woodland surveying and castles projects, and the
origins of the ‘Major’s Oak’.

Fox Wood in the Iron Age

The trenches at the Fox Wood dig helped us to understand much more about the site.  Significant finds prove that the
site was certainly used in the Iron Age.  In the centre picture James displays one of the animal jaw bones uncovered.

At the end of June a group of volunteers were able
to take part in a two-week excavation at Fox Wood
in Calverton.  The wood itself is filled with
earthworks which are reminiscent of the classic
Iron Age fortifications such as those at Maiden
Castle.  It had been supposed, from the shape and
form of the earthworks, that the site was Iron Age
(700-43BC) with some later Roman alterations.
There has, however, been nothing to prove
whether this is the case or otherwise.  Until
recently…

The wood itself is a protected area, and the
earthworks are a Scheduled Ancient Monument.
The monument and the surrounding fields are
owned by by John Charles-Jones who was keen to
find out more about the earthworks.  With this in

mind he generously gave permission for us to put
in a number of test trenches in fields surrounding
the wood.  Aerial photography has shown features
in these fields, that have been interpreted as
ploughed-out banks  and  ditches.   The main
objectives  were to investigate some of these fea-
tures, and to hopefully find out whether the site
was occupied or not, and if so; when?

The excavation lasted for two weeks, and was
arranged in conjunction  with  Pre-Construct
Archaeology. A group of volunteers were recruited
and so the excavation began on a windy June day;
in the midst of a thunderstorm!  Prior to excava-
tion the site was fieldwalked, and finds were
mapped using an EDM, a complicated piece of
surveying equipment.  A number of trenches were
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Changes in the Forest

1949? 2005

There are lots of ways of finding out about the
history and archaeology of an area.  Imagine our
surprise when Penny, one of the volunteers,
brought this photograph to one of the survey days.
It shows Penny (the girl in the jazzy hat) sat on
the roots of the Major Oak around 1949.  This was
in the days when you could get right up to the oak
and climb inside it.  (The fence was installed in
the 80’s because the compaction of the soil over
the trees roots was damaging the tree.)

Notice that in the background of the old
photograph  there is at least one nissen hut, a
remnant of the army’s use of Sherwood Forest as
a training ground.

We took Penny back to the Major Oak to sit her in
the same spot, so that we could try to figure out
where the nissen huts may have been. This was
more difficult than we had expected as we didn’t

realise how much the Major Oak would have
changed over time.  The soil level has also risen
since the oak was fenced off, so a lot of the
characteristic roots we could have used to identify
where she was sat are now under the earth.  We
think we got it right eventually though!

Do you have any old pictures taken in or
around Sherwood Forest?  Please get in
touch with us, you may have an
archaeological treasure and not even realise
it!

This publication can be made available upon
request in alternative formats and languages



Do you know why Nottinghamshire’s most famous
tree is called the Major Oak?  Maybe you think
it’s because it is the biggest and oldest surviving
tree in Sherwood Forest?  Maybe it’s because all
the other veteran oaks around it stand tall and
straight, almost to attention?

Before 1790 it was known as the Cockpen Oak,
and then the Queen Oak.  So why did the name
change?  In  1790 a local antiquarian, Major
Hayman Rooke, visited the tree as part of his stud-
ies into the ancient oaks of Welbeck and Sher-
wood.  He recorded and drew many trees for his
book ‘Remarkable Oaks’, (which is available online
and is a fascinating read).  There was one tree
that he was particularly fond of;

‘There is, about five miles from Welbeck, on
SherwoodForest, and in the Duke of
Portland’s manor, a beautiful wood, or
rather grove, consisting of above ten
thousand oldoaks, with birches intermixed,
from whence it is called Birchland; the whole
occupying a space of about eighteen hundred
acres. On the north side of the great riding
is a most curious antient oak, which, before
the depredations made by time on its
venerable trunk, might almost have vied with
the celebrated Cowthorpe oak for size. It
measures, near the ground, 34 feet 4 inches
in circumference; at one yard, 27 feet 4
inches; at two yards, 31 feet 9 inches. The
trunk, which is wonderfully distorted,
plainly appears to have been much larger;
and the parts from whence large pieces have
fallen off are distinguishable; the inside is
decayed and hollowed out by age, which, with
the assistance of the axe, might be made wide
enough to admit a carriage through it. I
think no one can behold this majestic ruin
without pronouncing it to be of very remote
antiquity; and might venture to say, that it
cannot be much less than a thousand years
old.’

This great oak was subsequently named in   hon-
our of him.  Major Hayman Rooke was an early
archaeologist and noted antiquarian.  He lived for
much of his life in Mansfield Woodhouse, super-
vising the excavation of the villa there and re-
cording a great many archaeological remains in
both Nottinghamshire and Derbyshire.

 This year is the 200th anniversary of his death.

The Major’s Oak

Wanted!
Herbalist
Someone with a good knowledge of historic medi-
cine (mediaeval or any other period) who would
be interested in demonstrating their skills at one
of the archaeology events this year.

Textiles Specialist
We’re looking for someone who can weave or spin
(or both), and preferably has the associated equip-
ment.  We’re looking for someone who would be
interested in coming to demonstrate their skills
at one of the archaeology events.

Local Tales
We are hoping to run a regular section of         people’s
memories or local tales.  Oral history is a valuable
resource of information that is so    easily lost. Local
legends, traditions, or superstitionscan fill in gaps in
our knowledge of the past, and bring it to life in a
very human way.

Send us your local memories, tales, myths or su-
perstitions.  You never know; they could provide
vital insights into the history of our county!

Christmas Party
Congratulations to the team ‘Birkland’s Best’
who won the quiz at the Christmas Party, and to
Tony who won the star prize at pass-the-parcel.
We hope a good day was had by all; we certainly
enjoyed ourselves!

Castles Project Update
Since the last newsletter geophysical surveys, con-
ducted by Pre-Construct Geophysics, have taken
place at both Jordan’s Castle near Wellow, and
Pancake Hill at East Bridgford.

In addition the East Bridgford societies have also
conducted field walking and a large amount of
scrub clearance and conservation work at     Pan-
cake Hill.  The difference at the site is      incred-
ible, and more subtle earthworks have been no-
ticed since the clearance work began at the site.

At Jordan’s Castle a full topographic survey was
also undertaken in order to accurately map the
earthworks there.

Fieldwork Update!
The third season of archaeological woodland
surveying has recently started after being on hold
for the summer, and activities restarted in
October focussing exclusively on Sherwood
Forest Country Park.  We have spent much of the
summer writing up the surveying results so far
and planning where we are going to look next.
We’ve decided we want to make a big push to get
the rest of the Country Park area surveyed, and
we’re almost there!  After this we can hopefully
start to look at other woodlands in
Nottinghamshire.

We’ve recently changed the way in which we
survey.  We now have the use of an amazing piece
of G.P.S. (Global Positioning System) equipment,
which can record locations on the surface of the
Earth with great accuracy.  This means that we
can now spend more time finding archaeology, and
less time trying to accurately record the location
of the archaeology.  This new piece of equipment
has revolutionised the way that we survey, and
we’ve been storming through the remaining
compartments in Sherwood Forest Country Park!

The work done so far in the Country Park has
recorded a large number of archaeological
features, from holloways to ridge-and-furrow

cultivation.  We still don’t know what some of the
features are, but they have been recorded for
posterity and future research.  Here are just some
of the archaeological features that have been
recorded so far in the Birklands area;

· A number of old trackways that criss-cross
the Country Park and aren’t used anymore.

· A square enclosure on the western bound-
ary of the Country Park.  It consists of a square
of ditches, each around 50 metres long, and is
very prominent.

· A great deal of World War II archaeology
including ammo pits and dug-outs across the
Country Park.

· Evidence of the Displaced Persons Camp
that used to be just outside Edwinstowe next
to the Cricket Pitch.  We found concrete
platforms under the soil, and broken teacups
in the roots of trees.

· A possible Mediaeval woodbank along the
path that runs past the car park.  We could
see the barest trace of ridge-and-furrow in
association with it, so this woodbank could
actually be the ploughing headland.

The Nottinghamshire Community Archaeolo-
gists would like to say a huge thank you to
everyone who has helped us so far with the
surveying!

Cathy and Julian make fine adjustments as they try
out the new GPS equipment.

dug, firstly by JCB and then by hand, across the
features that showed up on the aerial photographs.
A couple of these features turned out to be
nothing more than geological anomalies, or
possibly the result of modern      disturbance, but
the rest all proved to be ditches; continuations of
the earthworks found in the wood.

The excavation was a great success, and the
questions that we set  out to answer  were
answered.   Many of the features on the aerial
photographs are related to the earthworks in the
wood, making the site a lot bigger than it appears
now.  There were significant finds that helped to
conclusively prove that the site was used during
the iron age.  It is clear  from  the  excavations
that  the  site  was  used  for domestic purposes;
the ditches may represent field boundaries into
which charcoal, assorted animal bones, and
fragments of pottery were deposited.

It is hoped that further work can be done at the
site in order to interpret it and protect it for
future generations.
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Letters
Any questions or comments?  Is there anything
archaeological or about your local area that you al-
ways wanted to know?  Write to us!    (Address be-
low)

1949? 2005
There are lots of ways of finding out about the history
and archaeology of an area.  Imagine our surprise
when Penny, one of the volunteers, brought this
photograph to one of the survey days.  It shows Penny
(the girl in the jazzy hat) sat on the roots of the Major
Oak around 1949.  This was in the days when you
could get right up to the oak and climb inside it.
(The fence was installed in the 80’s because the
compaction of the soil over the trees roots was
damaging the tree.)

Notice that in the background of the old photograph
there is at least one nissen hut, a remnant of the
army’s use of Sherwood Forest as a training ground.

We took Penny back to the Major Oak to sit her in
the same spot, so that we could try to figure out where
the nissen huts may have been. This was more

difficult than we had expected as we didn’t realise
how much the Major Oak would have changed over
time.  The soil level has also risen since the oak was
fenced off, so a lot of the characteristic roots we could
have used to identify where she was sat are now
under the earth.  We think we got it right eventually
though!

Do you have any old pictures taken in or
around Sherwood Forest?  Please get in touch
with us, you may have an archaeological
treasure and not even realise it!
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