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ISSUE 
This paper seeks views on a range of measures to support local policing. These are: 
 
1. To expand the list of powers which can be conferred on Police Community 
Support Officers (PCSOs). Whilst the Government is already seeking to introduce 
a number of new powers through the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing 
Bill currently in Parliament, we want to assess whether there are any further 
powers which would enhance PCSOs’ ability to fulfil their objectives of community 
engagement and tackling low-level crime and disorder, and thereby support 
effective neighbourhood policing.  

2. To remove legislative barriers to the introduction of new powers in future, by 
enabling the Secretary of State to make amendments to the list of available 
powers by way of secondary legislation (subject to the affirmative procedure).  

3. To introduce a duty for Chief Constables to consult Police and Crime 
Commissioners (PCCs) regarding the designation of PCSO powers.  

 
The Home Office welcomes the views of all interested parties including policing and 
criminal justice partners and PCSOs themselves.  
 
CONTEXT 
Since their introduction in 2002, PCSOs have become a key component of our 
approach to neighbourhood policing and are now key to the public face of policing, 
providing an invaluable link between the police and the communities they serve. They 
bring key skills, values and diversity to policing. 
 
Providing a valuable uniformed presence in our communities, PCSOs focus on 
understanding and identifying local priorities, solving local problems, tackling low-
level crime and engaging with the community.  Their presence in communities means 
they are often best placed to engage with those who conduct, and are affected by, 
anti-social behaviour and disorder.  
 
The Police Reform Act 2002 introduced a number of powers available for designation 
to PCSOs to support them in fulfilling their objective of tackling low-level crime and 
disorder. The range of powers PCSOs are granted is determined by the Chief 
Constable to enable them to take account of local circumstances. A full list of powers 
currently available can be found at Annex A. 
 
We recognise that the role has evolved since its introduction 10 years ago and we 
need to ensure that the package of powers available to PCSOs remains fit for 
purpose. We have taken steps to give PCSOs a number of additional discretionary 
powers by virtue of the Anti-Social Behaviour, Crime and Policing Bill which is being 
considered by Parliament. Subject to Parliamentary approval, we will introduce the 
powers outlined at Annex B.  
 
We want to build on these changes and make certain that the PCSO role continues 
to develop, to ensure it delivers the best value to the public and remains an integral 
part of neighbourhood policing. We feel it is the right time to take a closer look at 
whether the powers available to PCSOs are sufficient to enable them to fulfil their 
role effectively and if not, what new powers should be made available.  
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PROPOSALS 
 
Proposal One: Additional PCSO powers 
 
The visibility of PCSOs to communities and their flexible approach to problem solving 
is key to effective neighbourhood policing. It is important that PCSOs have the right 
powers at their disposal to enable them to tackle the problems they face within their 
communities.  
 
We are interested in introducing additional discretionary powers that will 
enhance the current list of PCSO powers, to ensure that PCSOs can continue 
to deliver effectively key areas of neighbourhood policing including community 
engagement, crime prevention and tackling anti-social behaviour.  
 
Questions 
 
Q1. To what extent do you agree that PCSOs should remain focused on engagement 
and problem solving to tackle low-level crime and anti-social behaviour? 
  
a) Strongly agree 
b) Tend to agree 
c) Neither agree or disagree 
d) Tend to disagree 
e) Strongly disagree 

 
Please state the reason for your response.  
 
Q2. To what extent do you agree that the current powers available for designation 
are sufficient to support PCSOs in tackling low-level crime and anti-social behaviour?  

 
a) Strongly agree 
b) Tend to agree 
c) Neither agree or disagree 
d) Tend to disagree 
e) Strongly disagree 

 
Please state the reason for your response.  
 
Q3. Do you consider that additional powers should be conferred on PCSOs to enable 
them to deliver their role more effectively in the reformed policing landscape?  
 
a) Yes 
b) No  

 
Please provide details of any additional powers you think should be conferred on 
PCSOS, and state why you think they will better enable PCSOs to deliver more 
effective neighbourhood policing.  
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Proposal Two: To enable the Secretary of State to make amendments to the list 
of available powers by way of secondary legislation 
 
At present, it is only possible to introduce new PCSO powers via primary legislation.  
 

We intend to remove legislative barriers to the introduction of new powers in 
future, by enabling the Secretary of State to make amendments to the list of 
available powers by way of secondary legislation (subject to the affirmative 
procedure).  

 
Questions 
 
Q4. To what extent do you agree that the Secretary of State should be able to make 
amendments to the list of available powers by way of secondary legislation (subject 
to the affirmative procedure).  

 
a) Strongly agree 
b) Tend to agree 
c) Neither agree or disagree 
d) Tend to disagree 
e) Strongly disagree 
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Proposal three: Duty to consult the PCC 
 
The introduction of Police and Crime Commissioners (PCCs) has been the most 
radical change to policing in 50 years. Power has been shifted away from Whitehall 
into the hands of elected local leaders who are accountable for ensuring the policing 
needs of their communities are met as effectively as possible.  
 
We want to ensure that PCCs have the appropriate level of influence over the 
powers conferred upon PCSOs within their force area whilst also preserving 
the operational independence of Chief Constables. We propose to introduce a 
duty for Chief Constables to consult PCCs on the designation of PCSO powers.  
 
Questions 
 
Q5. To what extent do you agree that a Chief Constable should consult with their 
PCC regarding the designation of PCSO powers in their force area? 
 
f) Strongly agree 
g) Tend to agree 
h) Neither agree or disagree 
i) Tend to disagree 
j) Strongly disagree 

 
Please state if you have any reason for your response.  
 
Q6. What, if any, concerns do you have about the introduction of a duty for the Chief 
Constable to consult with their PCC regarding the designation of PCSO powers in 
their force area? 
 
Q7. If you have concerns, what safeguards should be in place to address or resolve 
these? 
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About you: 
 
These details are voluntary and will be treated as personal data by the Home Office 
in compliance with Government guidance on holding information of this nature.  
 
1. Which of the following best describes your organisation or the professional 
interest that you represent? * Please select one option.  
 
a) Police force 
b) Police officer 
c) Police Community Support Officer 
d) Office of the Police and Crime Commissioner 
e) Police and Crime Commissioner 
f) victims group 
g) voluntary sector 
h) Government department or agency 
i) Academic institution or think tank 
j) None – I am responding as a member of the public 
k) Prefer not to say 
l) other (please specify 

 
2. Which organisation do you represent? Providing this information is optional 
 
 
3. In which of the following areas are you based? 
 
a) East Midlands 
b) East of England 
c) Greater London 
d) North East England 
e) North West England 
f) South East England 
g) South West England 
h) Wales 
i) West Midlands 
j) Yorkshire and the Humber 
k) Prefer not to say 
l) Other (please specify) 

 
 
If you have any queries or would like any additional information at this stage, 
please contact the Police Transparency Unit.  
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Annex A 

 
Police community support officer powers: list of standard powers 

 

Power Relevant legislation 
Power to issue fixed penalty notices for cycling on a 

footpath: Power of a constable in uniform to give a person a fixed 

penalty notice under section 54 of the Road Traffic Offenders Act 

1988 (fixed penalty notices) in respect of an offence under section 

72 of the Highway Act 1835 (riding on a footway) committed by 

cycling. 

Paragraph 1(2)(b) of 

Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 2002 

Power to issue fixed penalty notices for littering: Power of an 

authorised officer of a litter authority to give a notice under section 
88 of the Environmental Protection Act 1990 (fixed penalty notices 
in respect of litter). 

Paragraph 1(2)(d) of 
Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 2002 

Power to issue fixed penalty notices in respect of offences under 

dog control orders: power of an authorised officer of a 

primary or secondary authority, within the meaning of section 59 of the 

Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 2005, to give a notice 

under that section (fixed penalty notices in respect of offences under 

dog control orders). 

Paragraph 1(2)(e) of 

Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 2002 (see 

section 62(2) of the Clean 

Neighbourhoods and 

Environment Act 2005). 

Power to require name and address: Power to require the name 

and address of a person whom a PCSO has reason to 
believe has committed a relevant offence or a relevant licensing 
offence (Relevant offences are defined under subparagraph 2(6) of 

Schedule 4 of the Police Reform Act 2002 and include relevant fixed 

penalty offences under paragraph 1 of Schedule 4, an offence under 

section 32(2) of the Anti-Social Behaviour Act 2003 (failure to follow an 

instruction to disperse) and an offence which appears to have caused 

injury, alarm or distress to another 

person or loss of or damage to another person’s property. Relevant 

licensing offence is defined as a specified offence under the Licensing Act 

2003) Paragraph 1A enables chief constables to designate the power to 

require name and address without also designating the power of detention. 

Paragraph 1A of Schedule 
4 to the Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by paragraph 2 

of Schedule 8 to the Serious 

Organised 

Crime and Police Act 2005). 

Power to require name and address for anti-social behaviour: 

Power of a constable in uniform under section 50 of the Police Reform 

Act 2002 to require a person whom he has reason to believe to have 

been acting, or to be acting, in an anti-social manner to give his name 

and address. Subparagraph 3(2) of Schedule 4 provides the PCSO with 

the power to detain (under subparagraphs 2(3) to (5) of Schedule 4). 

However, by virtue of 

paragraph 2(8) of Schedule 4 the power to detain has no effect 
unless a PCSO has been designated with the power of detention under 

paragraph 2 of Schedule 4. 

Paragraph 3 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 

2002 (as amended by 

paragraph 3(10) of Schedule 

8 to the Serious 

Organised Crime and Police 
Act 2005) 
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annoyance under section 59 of the Police Reform Act 2002. 
 

 

Power to require name and address for road traffic offences: 

Enables PCSOs to be designated with the power to require the name and 

address of a driver or pedestrian who fails to follow the 

directions of a community support officer or police officer under 
sections 35 or 37 of the Road Traffic Act 1988. 

Paragraph 3A of Schedule 
4 to the Police Reform Act 
2002 (inserted by paragraph 6 

of Schedule 8 to the Serious 

Organised 

Crime and Police Act 2005). 

Power to require persons drinking in designated places to 

surrender alcohol: Power to require a person whom a PCSO 

reasonably believes is, or has been, consuming alcohol in a designated 

public place or intends to do so, to not consume that alcohol and to 

surrender any alcohol or container for alcohol. Power to dispose of 

alcohol surrendered. 

Paragraph 5 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 
2002 

Power to require persons aged under 18 to surrender alcohol: 

Power to require a person who he reasonably suspects 

is aged under 18 or is or has been supplying alcohol to a person aged 

under 18 to surrender any alcohol in his possession and to 

give their name and address. Power to require such a person to surrender 

sealed containers of alcohol if the PCSO has reason to believe that the 

person is or has been consuming or intends to consume alcohol. Power to 

dispose of alcohol surrendered. 

Paragraph 6 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 

2002 

Power to seize tobacco from a person aged under 16 and to dispose 

of that tobacco. 
Paragraph 7 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 
2002 

Power to seize drugs and require name and address for possession 

of drugs: Enables PCSOs to be designated with a 

power to seize unconcealed drugs or drugs found when searching for 

alcohol, tobacco or other items if the PCSO reasonably 

believes the person is in unlawful possession of them. The PCSO 
must retain the drugs until a constable instructs them what to do with it. 

If a PCSO finds drugs in a person’s possession or has reason to believe 

that a person is in possession of drugs and reasonably believe such 

possession is unlawful then the PCSO may require that persons name 

and address. 

Paragraphs 7B of Schedule 
4 to the Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by paragraph 8 

of Schedule 8 to the Serious 

Organised 

Crime and Police Act 2005). 

Power to enter and search any premises for the purposes of saving 

life and limb or preventing serious damage to 
property. 

Paragraph 8 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 
2002 

Power to seize vehicles used to cause alarm: Power to stop and seize a 

vehicle which a PCSO has reason to believe is being 

used in a manner which contravenes sections 3 or 34 of the Road 
Traffic Act 1988 (careless and inconsiderate driving and prohibition 

of off-road driving) and is causing alarm, distress or 

Paragraph 9 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 

2002 
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Power to remove abandoned vehicles under regulations made under 

section 99 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984. A PCSO designated 

under this paragraph has the power to order 

the removal of a vehicle under regulation 3 of the Removal and 
Disposal of Vehicles Regulations 1986. This relates to vehicles that 

have broken down or been permitted to remain at rest on a road: 

(a) in a position, condition or situation causing obstruction or 

danger to persons using the road, or 

(b) in contravention of a prohibition contained in Schedule 1 of the 

regulations. 

Paragraph 10 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 
2002. 

Power to stop cycles: Powers of a constable in uniform to stop a cycle 

under section 163(2) of the Road Traffic Act 1988 when a 

PCSO has reason to believe that a person has committed the offence 

of riding on a footpath. 

Paragraph 11A of Schedule 
4 to the Police Reform Act 
2002 (inserted by section 

89(3) of the Anti-Social 

Behaviour Act 2003) 

Power to control traffic for purposes other than escorting a load of 

exceptional dimensions: Powers to direct traffic (for 

purposes other than escorting loads of exceptional dimensions) based 

on the powers constables have under sections 35 and 37 of the Road 

Traffic Act 1988. It also gives PCSOs the power to 

direct traffic for the purposes of conducting a traffic survey. 
PCSOs designated under this paragraph must also be designated with 

powers under paragraph 3A of Schedule 4 to the Police Reform Act. 

Paragraph 11B of Schedule 
4 to the Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 
paragraph 10 of Schedule 8 to 

the Serious Organised Crime 

and Police Act 2005). 

Power to carry out road checks: Power to carry out a road check which 

has been authorised by a superintendent (or a police 

officer of higher rank) and power to stop vehicles for the purposes of 

carrying out a road check 

Paragraph 13 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 
2002 

Power to place signs: enables PCSOs to be designated with the power of 

a constable under section 67 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984 to 

place and maintain traffic signs. 

Paragraph 13A of Schedule 
4 to the Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 

paragraph 11 of the Serious 

Organised Crime and Police 

Act 2005.) 

Power to enforce cordoned areas: under section 36 of the 
Terrorism Act 2000 

Paragraph 14 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 

2002 

Power to stop and search in authorised areas: Powers under the 

Terrorism Act 2000 in authorised areas to stop and search vehicles and 

pedestrians when in the company and under the 
supervision of a constable. 

Paragraph 15 of Schedule 4 to 

the Police Reform Act 

2002 

Power to photograph persons away from a police station: enables 

PCSOs to be designated with the power to photograph a person who has 

been arrested, detained or given a fixed penalty 
notice away from the police station. 

Paragraph 15ZA of 
Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 2002 (inserted by 

paragraph 12 of Schedule 8 to 

the Serious 

Organised Crime and Police Act 

2005) 
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List of discretionary powers that can be designated by chief 
officers 
 
Power Relevant legislation 

Power to issue penalty notices in respect of offences of 

disorder: Power of a constable in uniform to give a 
penalty notice under Chapter 1 of Part 1 of the Criminal 

Justice and Police Act 2001 (fixed penalty notices in respect 

of offences of disorder) 

 
 

Paragraph 1(2)(a) of 

Schedule 4 to the 
Police Reform Act 

2002 

Power to issue fixed penalty notices for truancy: 

Power of a constable to give a penalty notice under section 
444A of the Education Act 1996 (penalty notice in respect of 

failure to secure regular attendance at school of registered pupil) 

Paragraph 1(2)(aa) of 

Schedule 4 to the 
Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 

section 23 of the Anti- 

Social Behaviour Act 

2003) 

Power to issue fixed penalty notices for excluded pupil found 

in a public place: Power of a constable to give a 
penalty notice under section 105 of the Education and 

Inspections Act 2006 (penalty notice in respect of 

presence of excluded pupil in public place). 

Paragraph 1(2)(ab) of 

Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 
section 107(2) of the 

Education and 

Inspections Act 2006) 

Power to issue fixed penalty notices for dog fouling: 

Power of an authorised officer of a local authority to give a 

notice under section 4 of the Dogs (Fouling of Land) Act 

1996 (fixed penalty notices in respect of dog fouling). 

 
This power (and the 1996 Act) has now been repealed in 

relation to England and Wales by section 107 and Schedule 5 

Part 5 of the Clean Neighbourhoods and Environment Act 

2005. However the power continues to have effect in respect of 

any land which remains designated land under the 1996 Act. 

Paragraph 1(2)(c) of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 
2002. 

Power to issue fixed penalty notices for graffiti and fly- 

posting: Power of an authorised officer of a local authority 
to give a notice under section 43(1) of the Anti-social 

Behaviour Act 2003 (penalty notices in respect of graffiti or fly-

posting). 

Paragraph 1(2)(ca) of 

Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 
section 46 of the Anti- 

Social Behaviour Act 

2003) 

Power to issue fixed penalty notice for relevant byelaw 

offence: Power of an authorised officer of an authority 

which has made a byelaw to which this section applies has reason 

to believe that a person has committed an offence against the 

byelaw. 

Paragraph 1ZA of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 

section 130 of the 
Local Government 
and Public 
involvement in 
Health Act 2007 ) 
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Power to detain: Power to detain a person whom a PCSO has 

reason to believe has committed a relevant offence who fails to 

comply with a requirement under paragraph 

1A(3) to give name and address or who gives an answer which 

the PCSO reasonably suspects to be false or 

inaccurate for up to 30 minutes for the arrival of a police 

officer (or to accompany that person to a police station if he or 

she elects to do so on request). Under paragraph 

2(2) (as amended by Schedule 8 to the Serious Organised 
Crime and Police Act 2005) a PCSO may only be designated 

with the power to detain if they have also been designated with 

the power to require name and address under paragraph 1A of the 

Police Reform Act 2002. 

Paragraph 2(3) of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 

2002. (Paragraph 3(2) 

of Schedule 8 to the 

Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005.) 

Power to enforce byelaws: The Serious Organised Crime and 

Police Act 2005 provides that offences committed under relevant 

byelaws are relevant offences under paragraph 2(6) of Schedule 4 

of the Police Reform Act 

2002. A relevant byelaw is a byelaw from a list of byelaws that 

has been agreed between a chief constable and a 

relevant byelaw-making body. As well as being able to 
require name and address for breach of a byelaw, PCSOs can 

also enforce a byelaw by removing a person from a place if a 

constable would also have the power to enforce a byelaw in that 

way. 

Paragraphs 1A, 2(3A), 
2(6)(ad), 2(6B), 2(6C), 

2(6D), 2(6E), 2(6F) of 

Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 

2002 (see paragraphs 

2, 3(4), 3(7) and 3(8) of 

Schedule 8 to the 

Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005). 

Power to deal with begging: The Serious Organised 
Crime and Police Act 2005 makes offences under sections 

3 and 4 of the Vagrancy Act 1824 into relevant offences. It also 

gives PCSOs a power to detain a person who they have required 

to stop committing an offence under 

sections 3 and 4 of the Vagrancy Act and who has failed to 

comply with the requirement. 

Paragraphs 2(6)(ac) 
and 2(3B) of Schedule 
4 to the Police Reform 

Act 2002 (see paragraphs 

3(4), 3(5), 

3(6) and 3(7) of 

Schedule 8 to the 

Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005). 

Power to enforce certain licensing offences: The Serious 

Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 establishes a set of 

relevant licensing offences. These offences are 

sale of alcohol to a person who is drunk, obtaining alcohol 
for a person who is drunk, sale of alcohol to children, purchase of 

alcohol by or on behalf of children, consumption of alcohol by 

children and sending a child to obtain alcohol. Where these 

offences apply specifically to clubs they are not relevant licensing 

offences. PCSOs may require name and address but may not 

detain for those relevant licensing offences that are most likely to 

be committed by license holders. 

Paragraph 2(6A) of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 

2002 (see paragraphs 
3(3) and 3(8) of 

Schedule 8 to the 

Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005). 
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Power to search detained persons for dangerous items or 

items that could be used to assist escape: 

Enables PCSOs to be designated with the same powers 

as a constable under section 32 of PACE to search detained 

persons for anything that could be used to cause physical injury 

or to assist escape. A PCSO must comply with a police officer’s 

instructions on what to do with the item. 

Paragraph 2A of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 
paragraph 4 of 

Schedule 8 to the 

Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005). 

Power to use reasonable force to prevent a detained person 

making off: either when waiting for the arrival of a 

constable or when accompanying a detained person to a police 

station. 

Paragraph 4 of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 
2002 

Power to disperse groups and remove persons under 

16 to their place of residence: Powers which, by virtue of an 

authorisation under section 30 of the Anti-social 

Behaviour Act 2003, are conferred on a constable in 
uniform by section 30(3) to (6) of that Act (power to 

disperse groups and remove persons under 16 to their place 

of residence). 

Paragraph 4A of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 
2002 (inserted by 
section 33 of the Anti- 

Social Behaviour 

2003) 

Power to remove truants to designated premises etc: 

Enables a PCSO to be designated with the power of a constable 

under section 16(3)of (3ZA) of the Crime and Disorder Act 1998 

to remove a truant or excluded pupil found in a specified area (as 

specified in a direction under 
section 16(2) of the 1998 Act) to designated premises or 
(in the case of a truant) to the school from which the truant is 

absent. 

Paragraph 4C of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by section 

8 of the Police 

and Justice Act 2006) 

Power to use reasonable force in relation to detained 

persons: Paragraph 2(4A) of Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 2002 places a duty on PCSOs to remain with a police 

officer when transferring a detained person to his or her custody 

until the police officer has control of the detained person. 

Paragraph 2(4B) places a PCSO 

accompanying a detained person to a police station under 
a duty to remain at the police station until he has transferred 

control of the detained person. If a PCSO is designated with 

paragraph 4ZB of Schedule 4 then he or she may use 

reasonable force in complying with duties under 2(4A) and 

2(4B). If a PCSO is designated with paragraph 4ZA then he or 

she may use reasonable force when exercising powers under 

paragraphs 2(3B), 2(4), 

7A(8) or 7C(2)(a). 

Paragraphs 2(4A), 
2(4B), 4ZA and 4ZB of 

Schedule 4 to the Police 

Reform Act 

2002 (see paragraphs 

2, 3 and 4 of Schedule 

9 to the Serious 

Organised Crime and 

Police Act 2005). 
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Power to search for alcohol and tobacco: Where a 
person has failed to comply with a requirement under paragraph 5 

or 6 or has failed to allow a PCSO to seize tobacco under 

paragraph 7 of Schedule 4 to the Police Reform Act 2002 and a 

PCSO reasonably believes that the person is in possession of 

alcohol or tobacco then a PCSO may search them for it and dispose 

of anything found. It is an offence to fail to consent to be searched 

and PCSOs can require name and address for this offence. As 

specified in paragraph 3(10) of Schedule 8 to the Serious 

Organised Crime and Police Act 2005 a PCSO may only detain a 

person for failure to give an adequate name and address if he or she 

has been designated with powers under paragraph 2 of Schedule 4 

to the Police Reform Act. 

Paragraph 7A of Schedule 

4 to the Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 

paragraph 8 of Schedule 8 

of the Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005).  

 

 
 Reduction Act 2006). 

Power to seize drugs and require name and address 

for possession of drugs: Builds on the standard power to seize 

drugs and require name and address under 

paragraph 7B and enables PCSOs to detain a person on 
failure to comply with the requirement to provide name and 

address. 

 
 

Paragraph 7C of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 
2002 (inserted by 
paragraph 8 of 

Schedule 8 to the 

Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005). 

Power to enforce Park Trading offences: Enables a 
PCSO to seize non-perishable items from a person the PCSO 

reasonably have been used in the commission of a park trading 

offence under the Royal Parks (Trading) Act 

2000. This power can only apply to PCSOs in the 

Metropolitan Police Force. 

Paragraph 7D of 
Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 
2002 

Limited power to enter licensed premises: Enables PCSOs to 

be designated with a power to enter licensed premises under 

section 180 of the Licensing Act 2003 for the purposes of 

investigating relevant licensing offences. They may not enter 

clubs and must enter all premises with 

a constable unless the premises are licensed for the sale 
of alcohol off the premises. 

Paragraph 8A of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 

2002 (inserted by 

paragraph 9 of 

Schedule 8 to the 
Serious Organised 

Crime and Police Act 

2005). 

Power to stop vehicles for testing: Powers of a constable in 

uniform to stop vehicles for the purposes of testing under 

section 67 of the Road Traffic Act 1988. 

Paragraph 11 of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 
2002. 

Power to direct traffic for the purposes of escorting 

abnormal loads 
Paragraph 12 of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 
2002. 

Power to serve closure notice for licensed premises 

persistently selling to children 
Paragraph 5A of 

Schedule 4 to the 

Police Reform Act 

2002 (as inserted by 

section 24(6) of the 
Violent Crime 
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Annex B 

 

New PCSO powers currently being considered in Parliament as part of the 

Anti-social behaviour, Crime and Policing Bill 

Dispersal power  
PCSOs will be able to use the dispersal power if they are designated with the power by their 

Chief Constable. They can be designated with both the power to issue a direction, and the 

power to request someone hands over property; or they can be designated just the power to 

issue a direction.  

 

The dispersal power is replacing two current powers:  

Ø  section 30 of the Anti-social Behaviour Act 2003 (the power to disperse groups or 
individuals from a pre-designated area); and 

Ø  section 27 of the Violent Crime Reduction Act 2006 (the power to disperse individuals 

where there is a risk of alcohol-related crime or disorder).  

 

Community protection notice (CPN) 

The community protection notice (CPN) can be issued by a PCSO, and the PCSO can also 

issue a fixed penalty notice on breach.  

 

Closure notice and closure order 

A closure notice is issued by a police officer of at least the rank of inspector, or the local 

authority. If the notice is to be extended beyond 24 hours, up to 48 hours, this is authorised by 

an officer of at least the rank of superintendent.  

 

The inspector or superintendent must be satisfied that the statutory test has been met to issue 

the notice. However, the gathering of evidence and serving the notice itself can be done by a 

less senior officer or a PCSO.  

 

Community remedy 

The community remedy document (the list of actions that can be chosen from by the victim) 

will be used to give the victim a say in the punishment used in a community resolution. The 

circumstances in which a PCSO can carry out a community resolution are limited to those 

offences which their Chief Constable has designated them powers to deal with. Other 

community resolutions may be delivered by PCSOs on the authority of a warranted officer of 

the appropriate rank.  

 

Parking and cycle-related offences 

 

To improve road safety PCSOs will be given the power to issue a fixed penalty notice to those 

guilty of committing the following offences: 

Ø  Parking in a restricted area outside schools 
Ø  Failing to stop for a police constable 
Ø  Driving the wrong way down a one-way street 
Ø  Sounding a horn when stationary 
Ø  Sounding a horn at night 
Ø  Not stopping engine when stationary 
Ø  Causing unnecessary noise 



Police Community Support Officers 
 

Ø  Contravening bus lane 
Ø  Opening door so as to cause injury/danger 
Ø  Cycling without lights 
Ø  Cycling through a red light 
Ø  Carry a passenger on a cycle 
Ø  Failing to comply with a traffic direction 

Ø  Failing to confirm identify as a licensed house to house collector 

Ø  Operating as an unlicensed street vendor in London 
 

Seize and retain 

 

The Bill would introduce the power to seize and retain material that has been obtained in an 

offence, or is evidence of an offence.  
 

 

 


