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9 EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC 
1. The Committee will be invited to resolve:- 

  
“That the public be excluded for the remainder of the meeting 
on the grounds that the discussions are likely to involve 
disclosure of exempt information described in paragraph 3 of 
the Local Government (Access to Information) (Variation) 
Order 2006 and the public interest in maintaining the 
exemption outweighs the public interest in disclosing the 
information.” 
  
Note 
  
If this is agreed, the public will have to leave the meeting 
during consideration of the following items. 
  
  
  
  
  

 

  

  

  
10 Exempt Report Marketing Nottingham and Nottinghamshire 

• Information relating to any individual; 

 

  

 

Notes 
 
(1) Councillors are advised to contact their Research Officer for details of any 

Group Meetings which are planned for this meeting. 
 

 

(2) Members of the public wishing to inspect "Background Papers" referred to in 
the reports on the agenda or Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 
should contact:-  
 

Customer Services Centre 0300 500 80 80 
 

 

(3) Persons making a declaration of interest should have regard to the Code of 
Conduct and the Council’s Procedure Rules.  Those declaring must indicate 
the nature of their interest and the reasons for the declaration. 
 
Councillors or Officers requiring clarification on whether to make a 
declaration of interest are invited to contact Martin Gately (Tel. 0115 977 
2826) or a colleague in Democratic Services prior to the meeting. 
 

 

(4) Councillors are reminded that Committee and Sub-Committee papers, with the 
exception of those which contain Exempt or Confidential Information, may be 
recycled. 
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(5) This agenda and its associated reports are available to view online via an 

online calendar - http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/dms/Meetings.aspx   
 

 

Page 3 of 34

http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/dms/Meetings.aspx


 

Page 4 of 34



 
1

 
 
minutes  

 
 
Meeting  ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE 
 
Date               1 December 2015 (commencing at 2.00 pm)                                                                                                      
 
Membership 
Persons absent are marked with `A’ 
 

COUNCILLORS 
 

Diana Meale (Chair) 
Roy Allan (Vice-Chair) 

 
  
 Pauline Allan    Stan Heptinstall 
 John Ogle    Mike Pringle 
A Keith Walker     John Wilmott   
 Gordon Wheeler 
 
 
A Alan Rhodes (Ex-Officio)  
 
                                                                                                                                                           

CO-OPTED MEMBERS 
 
A Mr M Chivers – (Alliance Boots)  
A Ms N Gasson - (Federation of Small Businesses) 
 
 
OFFICERS IN ATTENDANCE 
   
     
Fiona Anderson  - Place Department 
Nicola McCoy-Brown - Place Department 
Martin Gately   - Resources Department 
 
 
 
CHANGES  IN MEMBERSHIP 
 
The following changes of membership for this meeting were noted: Councillor Mike 
Pringle replaced Councillor Michael Payne for this meeting only. In addition, 
Councillor Pauline Allan replaced Councillor John Knight for this meeting only. 
 
APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
 
Apologies were received from Natalie Gasson.  
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MINUTES 
 
The minutes of the last meeting held on 3 November 2015 were confirmed and 
signed by the Chairman. 
 
 
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
None.  
 
2015-16 DELIVERY PLAN REVIEW 
 
Nicola McCoy-Brown introduced the update on the 2015-16 Delivery Plan Review. 
 
RESOLVED:  2015/040 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
LOCAL GROWTH FUND ROUND 3 PROPOSALS 
 
Nicola McCoy-Brown introduced the update on the Local Growth Fund Round 3 
Proposals. 
 
RESOLVED: 2015/041 
 
That the report be noted. 
 
EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL AND INVESTMENT FUND (ESIF) TECHNICAL 
ASSISTANCE 
 
Fiona Anderson introduced the report on the European Structural and Investment 
Fund (ESIF) Technical Assistance. 
 
RESOLVED: 2015/042 
 
That:  
 

1) The establishment of an additional 0.5 FTE Band C Economic Development 
Officer post in the economic development team (until March 2019 to reflect 
the time-limited nature of the ESIF Technical Assistance project) be 
approved. 
 

2) The approval is contingent on a successful outcome of the ESIF Technical 
Assistance funding submission. 

 
WORK PROGRAMME 
 
 
RESOLVED 2015/043   
 
That the work programme be noted. 
 
The meeting closed at 15:15 pm 
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Report to Economic 
Development Committee 
 

 19th January 2016 
 

Agenda Item:  4 
 

REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR, PLACE  
 
NOTTINGHAMSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL WORK CLUBS  
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To inform Committee of the more specialised and targeted provision for job 

seekers becoming available within the suite of European Structural and Investment 
Funds (ESIF) projects.  
 

2. To notify Committee of this alternative provision’s impact on the Nottinghamshire 
County Council Work Clubs and resulting proposals to withdraw County Council 
direct delivery during 2016/17 financial year.   
 

Background  
 
2. The Nottinghamshire Work Club initiative was established in 2012 with the first 

Work Clubs in libraries in Worksop and Sutton-in-Ashfield.  Since then, the network 
has expanded to cover nine libraries in the County (at least one in each district).  
Work Clubs typically open for two hours each week, are organised by a co-
ordinator (member of the Economic Development team) and benefit from ad hoc 
support from library staff and volunteers. The total budget for 2015-16 is £52,000 
which covers the core costs for the co-ordinator post, library staff time, training and 
facilities. 
 

3. As the economy has changed over recent years, the demographic of people 
attending Work Clubs has also changed. Initially, attendees were more likely to be 
work-ready, seeking general advice and support on finding work.  Now, attendees 
are presenting with more complex needs (such as long term health and mental 
health conditions, debt and welfare issues).  The cohort tends to be older people 
who have been unemployed for a long time which means they would benefit from 
more intensive support to re-enter the labour market. As a consequence, the 
likelihood of the Work Club initiative delivering significant job outcomes is 
significantly reduced. The Work Clubs can only provide a superficial service and 
do not have the expertise or resources to deal with the aforementioned more 
complex needs.  

 
4. More specialised and targeted provision will be available within the suite of 

European Structural and Investment Funds (ESIF) projects. The prevailing view 
therefore is that this future provision will more effectively meet the needs of the 
Work Club clients.  The second phase of procurement is currently taking place and 
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the successful consortium is likely to be appointed in late summer/early autumn 
2016.   

 
5. As part of the budget challenge for 2016-17, the Economic Development Service 

has been tasked with delivering a saving of £80,000; this saving is included within 
the ‘Options for Change’ analysis that was approved at Policy Committee on 9th 
December 2015. It is proposed that a proportion of the saving (approximately 
£26,000) will be delivered by enabling clients onto the new provision and ceasing 
the Work Clubs approximately halfway through the 2016/17 financial year.  

 
Information and Advice  
 
6. More formalised and targeted support provision will be available through the ESIF 

programmes which are being procured by the D2N2 LEP and partners. 
Nottinghamshire County Council will have a strategic role and input into the 
planning and delivery of the provision. These programmes will be delivered by 
organisations with demonstrable capacity and skills to deliver in the local areas. 
The provision, due to be delivered in the new financial year, will provide for both 
job-ready clients and those with additional barriers.  
 

7. The European Social Fund ‘Building Better Opportunities’ programme will target 
adult employment and adult skills provision for disadvantaged groups considered 
to be furthest away from the labour market. This beneficiary group includes: older 
long-term unemployed people, young people, women returners, people with 
multiple and complex needs and the financially excluded. The first phase of 
procurement has been completed and it is envisaged that the successful consortia 
will commence delivery in the late summer/early autumn 2016.  
 

8. Nottinghamshire County Council has recently invested in ‘220 Soft Universal Skills’ 
software which is a user friendly on line learning tool, available in libraries and 
other council computers. The software provides comprehensive guides to all areas 
of job search skills including: CV writing, cover letters and completing online 
applications.  

 
9. Commencing in January 2016, the Economic Development Service will develop a 

risk assessed closure plan for the Work Clubs. The plan will include consultations 
with the Department for Work and Pensions (DWP), lead organisations for the 
ESIF Building Better Opportunities project and colleagues in the library service. To 
ensure that clients are supported, the changes will be discussed at each Work 
Club to ensure clients are appraised of the changes and know how to access 
alternative provision.  

 
Staffing Implications  
 
8. The Work Clubs have been led by the Work Club Co-ordinator post, which is a 

temporary post on the Economic Development establishment.  This post has been 
published on the Section 188 notice which means that it is potentially at risk of 
redundancy. The corporate procedures for supporting people at risk of redundancy 
will be implemented should the closure plan be accepted, which will include access 
to redeployment support for the incumbent post holder.   
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Reason(s) for Recommendations 
 
9. The ‘options for change’ proposal to cease funding direct delivery of County 

Council Work Clubs during the next financial year has been made because of the 
new and more targeted provision which will be available to support Work Club 
clients. Budget pressures exist within the Economic Development Service and the 
continuation of funding for Work Clubs (in light of the new provision) would not be 
the most effective use of the Council’s resources. The new ESIF provision is 
intended to be more intensive and should more effectively support clients in their 
journey towards work.  
 
Statutory and Policy Implications 

10. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of 
crime and disorder, finance, human resources, human rights,  the public sector 
equality duty, safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults, service users, 
sustainability and the environment and ways of working and where such 
implications are material they are described within the body of the report. 
 
Implications for Service Users 

11. A risk and closure plan is being developed to ensure that the pastoral needs of the 
Service Users (averaging at four across the nine County Council Work Clubs) are 
met to the point of transfer to the alternative provision.   
 
Financial implications 

12. Allocating the funding as outlined in the body of the report will ensure the continued 
delivery of the County Council’s Work Clubs until the alternative provision is in 
place. 
 
Human Resources Implications 

13. Consultation and engagement with staff affected and the trade unions will continue 
during the transition period to alternative provision. 

 
 

RECOMMENDATIONS 
It is recommended that Committee notes the content of this report including the 
intention to continue to fund County Council Work Clubs during the transition period 
to alternative provision, which will be available from September 2016.   

 
 
Tim Gregory  
Corporate Director, Place  
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact: 
Fiona Anderson, ext. 72688 
 
Constitutional Comments [SLB 08/01/2016] 
This report is for noting only. 
 
Financial Comments [SES 07/01/16] 
The financial implications are set out in the report. 
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Background Papers 
Spending Proposals 2016/17-2018/19 – report to Policy Committee, 9-12-2015, 
published 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
All  
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Report to Economic 
Development Committee 
 

 19th January 2016  
 

Agenda Item:   5 
 

REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR, PLACE  
 
FEASIBILITY STUDY WITH NOTTINGHAM TRENT UNIVERSITY – 
INNOVATION OUTREACH SERVICE  
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To update Committee on a pilot project with Nottingham Trent University (NTU) to 

increase the accessibility of university led business support in the Mansfield area.  
 

2. To request a contribution of £7,500 towards a joint feasibility study which builds on 
this work by investigating the need, demand and funding options for a proposed 
‘innovation outreach service’ across the county.   
 

Background  
 
2. Last summer, working with NTU, the ‘Summer of Design’ was piloted in Mansfield 

Library. The economic development and library services worked with NTU to 
develop and deliver the ‘Summer of Design’. With the exception of officer time and 
the use of the facilities, there was no cost to the County Council.  
 

3. The ‘Summer of Design’ was funded by the European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) ‘Future Factory’ project established by NTU to support the growth and 
development of small to medium sized enterprises. All ERDF projects are time 
limited and ‘Future Factory’ ceased in September 2015. 
 

4. The purpose of the ‘Summer of Design’ was to pilot a mechanism to increase the 
accessibility of university led business support for small to medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs) in the Mansfield area. The partners would now like to give 
consideration to the replication of this model and the wider potential benefits which 
could be delivered across the county.  

 
5. The ‘Summer of Design’ was delivered over an eight week period and consisted 

of a launch event and weekend exhibition (open to members of the public), 
followed by a programme of design and product design workshops.  

 
6. Encouragingly, over 110 delegates in total attended the ‘Summer of Design’ 

including the launch event and three day exhibition. The workshops were attended 
by 27 SMEs from the Mansfield area, especially promising as the events were 
staged throughout the summer holiday period and at relatively short notice. 6 free 
workshops were delivered, topics were specifically geared towards businesses 
requiring design and product design expertise, such as 3D software and 
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introduction to new technologies enabling enhanced use of software and 
processes.   

 
7. The formal, written delegate feedback from the ‘Summer of Design’ was extremely 

positive and as a result, the partners believe there is now merit in conducting a full 
feasibility study to build on the success of the Mansfield pilot. This proposed 
feasibility study would evaluate the need, demand, funding and sustainability 
options for an outreach programme of university-led business support across the 
county. The feasibility study would also give due consideration to the types of 
support that would be most welcomed by SMEs across the county e.g. increasing 
productivity, embedding proven technologies new to SMEs.     

 
8. If as a result of the development of a market-led outreach service, the number of 

SMEs who engage with and uptake university-led business support could be 
increased, this would bring an economic benefit to the county. A market-led 
outreach service could also support the changing rural economy and increase the 
focus of delivering innovation support to businesses in non-city locations.  
 

9. One important area to be explored within the feasibility study is the evaluation of a 
mobile innovation service which would complement existing county infrastructure 
e.g. libraries and innovation centres. The library service could obtain a 
decommissioned mobile library or youth service vehicle.  It is proposed that the 
adaptation and usage of this vehicle as a mobile innovation service would form a 
key part of the feasibility study. 
 

10. Additional benefits of the outreach service could include better links between 
communities and universities, encouraging greater uptake of further and higher 
education and retention of graduates; up-skilling of the local community; access to 
innovation facilities for schools and local community groups; access to enterprise 
support within local communities. These opportunities will be taken into account 
during the feasibility study.  
 

11. Timescales for the completion of the proposed feasibility study would be 
approximately six months, the estimated total cost is £22,500. NTU have offered 
to meet two thirds of the costs (£15,000) and it is proposed that the County Council 
contribute one third (£7,500) towards this total. The contribution from the County 
Council’s economic development budget would be made from in-year savings from 
the 2015/16 financial year. 
 

12. The bulk of the £22,500 (£3,500 per month) will be for direct staff costs and 
approximately £1,500 is estimated for travel and delivery costs – including visits to 
demonstration facilities elsewhere. The closure of the long standing ‘Future 
Factory’ project has inevitably led to the redundancy or redeployment of members 
of the project team who were employed by NTU on a fixed term contract basis for 
the life of the project. NTU have created a new full-time and fixed-term project 
specific role solely to undertake the feasibility study, and one of the members of 
the ‘Future Factory’ team has been redeployed into this new role exclusively to 
undertake the feasibility study on behalf of NTU and the County Council. This role 
would otherwise not exist within the core NTU staffing budget, and this approach 
facilitates the retention of relevant skills and knowledge. The feasibility study would 
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be led by the County Council and NTU who would work together to manage and 
steer the project.  
 

13. Members may recall that the universities of Derby, Nottingham and Nottingham 
Trent are working collaboratively to develop and deliver projects funded by the 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF). These projects are intended to 
operate pan-LEP and could be an important component of a cohesive innovation 
outreach offer for SMEs. The D2N2 Growth Hub would have an important 
signposting role in raising awareness of new projects to support the growth and 
development of SME businesses across the LEP area.  

 
Reason(s) for Recommendations 
 
14. The ‘Summer of Design’ was a successful pilot which increased the accessibility 

of university-led business support for SMEs in a non-city location. In order to build 
on this pilot and consider how such an approach might be developed to bring 
greater benefit to the county economy, a full assessment of need, demand and 
funding options is proposed. The feasibility study would include the evaluation of 
the decommissioned library/youth vehicle if appropriate. 
 
Statutory and Policy Implications  

15. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of 
crime and disorder, finance, human resources, human rights,  the public sector 
equality duty, safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults, service users, 
sustainability and the environment and ways of working and where such 
implications are material they are described within the body of the report.  
 
Financial implications  

16. An allocation of £7,500 towards the collaborative feasibility study with NTU will be 
met from in-year savings from the Economic Development Service 2015/16 
budget. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
It is recommended that Economic Development Committee approves the allocation of 
£7,500 (from in year savings) towards the collaborative feasibility study with NTU to 
evaluate the need, demand, funding and sustainability options for an outreach 
programme of university-led business support across the county.  

 
 
Tim Gregory  
Corporate Director, Place  
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact:  
Fiona Anderson, ext. 72688 
 
Constitutional Comments [SLB 08/01/2016]  

Economic Development Committee is the appropriate body to consider the content of 
this report. 
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Financial Comments [SES 07/01/16] 
The financial implications are set out in the report. 
 
Background Papers 
None 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
All  
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Report to Economic 
Development Committee 
 

19th January 2016 
 

Agenda Item: 6  
 

 
REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR, PLACE 
 
ESIF PROGRAMME: D2N2 DIGITAL BUSINESS GROWTH PROGRAMME 

Purpose of the Report 
 
1. The purpose of the report is to: 

 
a. Update Committee about the funding application for digital business 

support activities that was submitted under the European Structural and 
Investment Fund’s (ESIF) Information and Communications Technology 
theme; 

b. Seek approval to submit a full application ESIF funding bid; 
c. Confirm a contribution towards a match funding package. 

 
Information and advice 
 
2. Members agreed at the 8th September 2015 Committee that the County Council 

would submit an outline funding bid under ESIF’s European Regional 
Development Fund (ERDF) Priority Axis 2 – enhancing access to, and use and 
quality of, information communication and technology (ICT) and, in principle, 
agreed to a match funding contribution.  
 

3. Subsequently, the County Council led on the successful submission of an outline 
funding bid in partnership with the other D2N2 upper tier councils, East Midlands 
Chamber and Creative Quarter Company. The partners have now been invited to 
submit a full funding application by 29th March 2016, although it is preferred by 
the Managing Authority (Dept. for Communities and Local Government) that the 
bid is submitted as soon as possible. 

 
4. The funding bid, known as the D2N2 Digital Business Growth Programme, will 

provide SMEs with the knowledge, tools and ability to use and exploit ICT to 
maximise wealth generation and will see approximately £7.58 million of funding 
invested into the D2N2 area economy between 2016 and 2018.1 See Appendix 1 
for more information about the programme. 

                                            
1 The £7.58m is the total value submitted through the outline funding bid. This value is dependent 
upon achieving the full match funding contribution and is therefore subject to change in the full 
application. 
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5. The diagram below depicts the ‘growth journey’, the proposed services and 
funding rates offered through the D2N2 Digital Business Growth Programme. 

 

 
 
6. Match funding is a prerequisite for receiving ESIF funding. The maximum ERDF 

Contribution Rate is 50% of the total eligible project costs with the remaining 50% 
or more coming from other eligible sources. The submission of a full application 
requires sources and values of match funding to be indicatively secured, which 
must be confirmed (excluding business recipient contributions) prior to the issuing 
of any Funding Agreement.  

 
7. We would like to ensure that as much activity as possible is delivered to support 

businesses within Nottinghamshire. Therefore, we are looking to create a funding 
package, which will enable us to deliver all the planned activities highlighted in the 
outline funding bid. To do this, the following funding is required: 

 
Total Funding Package Amount Investment 

ratio 
Partner Contributions £1.54m 

50% 
SME Grant Match at 50% £2.25m 
ERDF Funding £3.79m 50% 
PROGRAMME TOTAL £7.58m 100% 

 
8. Every effort is currently being made to secure the match funding package of 

£1.54m from partners. Committee previously agreed (7th July 2015) to allocate 
£25,000 to support the initial costs of a digital business support programme in 
2015-16, with activity starting in January 2016. If the full funding bid was 
successful, provision would need to be made in future budgets up to £70,000 per 
annum for this activity as it would be a three-year programme. 
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9. A minimum of £250,000 match funding is required to support the Nottinghamshire 
activities. However, Nottinghamshire County Council would not be expected to 
contribute all of this match funding and discussions have already started with other 
public sector and potential delivery partners to secure match funding from 
alternative sources to reduce the financial burden on the Economic Development 
budget.   

 
10. A report was presented to the Nottingham and Nottinghamshire Economic 

Prosperity Committee in the middle of December requesting consideration by 
Borough and District Council partners of any contribution that they may be able to 
make to the match funding for the programme.  The report was positively received 
and further discussions with Borough and District Councils are planned in the 
coming weeks.  In addition, match funding is being sought from other partners 
such as BT, BDUK, the D2N2 Local Enterprise Partnership and the universities. 

 
11. ESIF will match local resources on a £ for £ basis. Therefore, if a commitment to 

the £1.54m partner match funding contributions cannot be secured, the amount 
of ESIF funding available will decrease accordingly. Subsequently, the 
programme would need to be scaled down and by default restrict the number of 
SMEs benefitting from this programme. 

 
Outputs / Outcomes 

 
12. If full match funding is acquired, the D2N2 Digital Business Growth Programme 

will deliver the following core outputs: 
 
• 870 businesses receiving support  
• 100 new (start-up) businesses supported 
• 450 businesses to introduce new to the firm products via an ICT grant 
• 180 businesses benefitting from 1:1 ICT and digital skills advice and support 
• 360 full-day strategic ‘action-planning’ workshops  
• 96 ‘awareness-raising’ technology based seminars, hackathons and 

demonstrators 
• A Digital Conference & Expo 
 

13. The main indicative outcomes of the Programme are that participating 
businesses: 
 
• Are empowered and enabled to exploit the commercial opportunities being 

generated by the rollout of the commercial and government-led Next 
Generation Access (NGA) broadband programmes being rolled out across the 
D2N2 LEP area; 

• Implement, adopt and exploit digital technologies to deliver smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth; 

• Know the advantages in using ICT and fibre broadband and have the skills, 
knowledge and support mechanisms to overcome barriers; 

• Develop deep, long-term business relationships with D2N2 Growth Hub; 
• Invest more in their ICT knowledge, equipment and skills, so to stimulate 

economic growth, improve economic competitiveness and productivity, 
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especially across rural areas, create jobs and adopt new products and services 
into their business; and 

• Work collaboratively to access, explore and share best practice about the 
latest cutting edge technologies. 

 
Other options considered 

 
14. The County Council could choose not to submit a full application to the ESIF ICT 

call.  However, (a) this would not be in line with overall objectives to maximise the 
use of digital infrastructure to stimulate economic growth, which is a key priority 
for the Council’s Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire programme (b) 
Discussions to date with this Committee have been positive and at its September 
briefing, the Committee agreed to support an outline funding bid and in principle 
support the match funding contribution (c) if the County Council did not lead a 
consortium bid, the opportunity to secure significant European funds for 
Nottinghamshire could be lost. For these reasons, the do nothing option has 
therefore been discounted. 

 
Reasons for recommendation(s) 

 
15. As noted in the report to this Committee on 8th September 2015, the County 

Council is leading on an outline funding bid for these ESIF funds with partners 
across the D2N2 area.  The Managing Authority has confirmed that the outline 
application was successful and subsequently invited the submission of a full 
funding application by 29th March 2016. Approval is required for the submission 
of a bid with the County Council acting as the lead and accountable body.   
 

16. The submission of a full funding application to the Managing Authority for ERDF 
funds requires the County Council to be able to evidence that match funding 
commitments are in place. ESIF will match local resources on a £ for £ basis. 
Therefore, if a commitment to the £1.54m partner match funding contributions 
cannot be secured, the amount of ESIF funding available will decrease 
accordingly. 
    

Statutory and Policy implications 
 
17. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of 

crime and disorder, finance, human resources, human rights, the public sector 
equality duty, safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults, service users, 
sustainability and the environment and ways of working and where such 
implications are material they are described in the body of the report. 

 
Financial implications 
 
18. £25,000 has been allocated in 2015-16 towards a digital business support 

programme by the Economic Development Committee held on 7th July 2015.  
 

19. It is proposed that up to £70,000 per annum is to be allocated from the Economic 
Development budget for financial years 2016/17, 2017/18 and 2018/19. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
20. It is recommended that Committee:  

 
a) Approves the submission of a full funding application under the ESIF ICT Call; 
b) Approves a contribution up to £70,000 per annum for three financial years from 

2016-17 towards the match funding package for this programme. 
 

Tim Gregory 
Corporate Director, Place 
For any enquiries about this report please contact: Oliver Whittaker, 72330 
 
Constitutional Comments [SLB 08/01/2016] 

Economic Development Committee is the appropriate body to consider the content 
of this report. 
 
Financial Comments [SES 07/01/16] 
The financial implications are set out in the report. 
 
Background Papers and Published Reports 
Additional proposals for Economic Development budget 2015-16, report to Economic 
Development Committee, 7th July 2015, published. 
European Structural Investment Fund: ERDF ICT Funding Call, report to Economic 
Development Committee, 8th September 2015, approved. 
 
 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
All 
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Appendix 1 
 
The D2N2 Digital Business Growth Programme will deliver a bespoke, structured 
business support programme, intensively supporting small and medium sized 
enterprises (SMEs) including social enterprises with real growth aspirations, to 
explore and introduce new and emerging ICT products and services into their 
business. Accessed through the D2N2 Growth Hub, this 3 year programme will be 
delivered across the D2N2 area through interactive seminars, demonstrators, ‘action 
planning’ workshops, and ‘1:1’ technical advice and skills sessions with a grants 
scheme enabling growth plan implementation. The partners are currently developing 
the programme specification in more depth in preparation for the full application 
submission. 
 
The Programme aims to support growth within Nottinghamshire by: 
 

• Creating demand from businesses to take advantage of the commercial 
opportunities being generated by the rollout of the Better Broadband for 
Nottinghamshire (BBfN) Next Generation Access (NGA) broadband 
programme, which aims to supply a fibre network capable of delivering 
superfast speeds to 98% of Nottinghamshire’s premises by 2018; 

• Improving businesses knowledge and awareness about the benefits of fibre 
broadband and associated technologies and the role they play in achieving 
economic and business growth; 

• Working closely with the D2N2 Growth Hub to develop deep, long-term 
business relationships between the D2N2 Growth Hub, D2N2 businesses and 
other support agencies to deliver sustainable economic growth, respond to 
emerging business challenges and develop collaborative growth opportunities; 

• Raising levels of ICT investment (knowledge, equipment and skills) across 
D2N2 by working with businesses to break down barriers, encourage the 
adoption of ICT products and services and showcase a return on investment; 

• Building capacity across D2N2’s businesses by utilising expert knowledge and 
end-user experience to implement innovative, growth orientated 
methodologies to increase the use of broadband and other emerging 
technologies to develop and implement diverse products and services; 

• Providing a platform for businesses to access, explore and share best practice 
about the latest cutting edge technology; 

• Expanding digital skills and usage of ICT applications to improve economic 
competitiveness and productivity, especially across rural areas, through 
utilising and exploiting ICT products, services and expertise. 
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Report to Economic 
Development Committee 
 
19th January 2016 
 
Agenda Item:    
 

REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR, PLACE  
 
BASIC BROADBAND FOR ALL: SATELLITE BROADBAND SUBSIDY 
SCHEME 
 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1. This report delivers an update to Committee on the satellite broadband subsidy 

scheme which provides immediate support to Nottinghamshire homes and 
businesses that are unable to receive broadband speeds in excess of 2 megabits 
per second (2Mbps) and who will not be benefiting from the Better Broadband for 
Nottinghamshire (BBfN) superfast broadband roll out.  
 

Background  
 
2. The Ministerial commitment to have universal availability of basic broadband by 

the end of the year was reported as part of 3rd November 2015 Quarterly Update 
Report to this Committee.  Members will recall that funds have already been set 
aside within the contract with BT to address those premises which are unable to 
receive basic broadband speeds of 2Mbps and will not gain high-speed 
connectivity by either commercial rollouts or the existing publicly-funded BBfN 
programme.  This is referred to as the ‘infill’ commitment.  
 

3. This infill commitment originally consisted of both satellite broadband and 
Broadband Enabling Technology (BET) as a solution. However, BET’s high cost 
and slow maximum speed of 2Mbps (requiring two telephone lines), meant this 
option was discounted as a solution for implementation as part of the BBfN rollout. 
Instead, funds for BET in the contract have been diverted to bolster the funds 
allocated towards satellite broadband.  
 

4. Satellite broadband is different to standard copper or fibre broadband. The 
connection to the internet is made using a satellite in space. This means you do 
not need to have a phone line. Download speeds are currently up to 22Mbps and 
a new superfast satellite service will be available offering speeds in excess of 
24Mbps (the government’s definition of superfast). Satellite broadband is ideally 
suited for areas where the roll out of fibre broadband could be challenging in terms 
of building or the geography and where standard broadband is unable to provide 
good speeds. 

 

5. This figure overleaf illustrates how satellite broadband works in practice.  A satellite 
dish is used to provide two-way access to broadband services. The main 
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advantage of satellite broadband is that it can be provided virtually anywhere in 
the world, so long as there is a clear line of sight. 
 

 
Source: http://www.thinkbroadband.com/guide/satellite-broadband.html 

 
6. The satellite broadband subsidy scheme will ensure no one is left behind by 

subsidising the cost of installing superfast capable satellite services to homes and 
businesses across the county, not deemed economically viable for fibre 
deployment and not included in the publically-funded Better Broadband for 
Nottinghamshire programme (BBfN).  

 
7. Members will recall that the government initially floated the idea of a subsidised 

satellite service in the March 2015 budget and put a test scheme into operation in 
parts of East Anglia and Yorkshire early in the Autumn. The government has now 
expanded the satellite broadband voucher scheme across the UK.  

 
8. The cost of reaching many of those in that final 2% of the County with a fibre 

solution would be so disproportionately expensive that it has quickly become a 
very challenging problem to resolve, particularly as the County Council faces 
challenging economic times. The subsidised satellite broadband scheme plugs 
that gap and will service the needs of 2,496 homes and businesses throughout 
Nottinghamshire that as at 31st December 2015 could not obtain a 2Mbps service.  

 
9. The Department for Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) through its delivery vehicle, 

Broadband Delivery UK (BDUK), implemented the scheme in December 2015 in 
collaboration with Nottinghamshire County Council, BT, and a number of local 
satellite broadband providers.  

 
10. The offer forms part of a previous commitment to guarantee a 2Mbps service to 

everybody who wants one by the end of 2015. It does not however, reflect the new 
universal service obligation of 10Mbps, announced in November 2015. 
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11. The intention is to help people with the slowest connections by boosting their 
speed immediately, ahead of any future improvements planned under the BBfN 
Programme. 

 
12. The BBfN rollout of superfast broadband has already reached an additional 63,539 

homes and businesses who would otherwise have missed out. Tremendous 
progress is already being made, but it’s a massive civil-engineering project and 
won’t happen overnight.  

 
The Subsidy Scheme 

 
13. The Council’s where and when checker shows whether homes and businesses 

are likely to gain access to superfast broadband:   
 
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/business-employment-and-benefits/better-
broadband-for-nottinghamshire-programme/where-and-when 

 
14. If a home and business does not have access to broadband speeds of more than 

2Mbps at an affordable price and they will not gain better access within 12 months, 
they can apply to the subsidy scheme. 
 

15. The scheme which is called ‘Better Broadband for all’ will provide a code (which 
does not have a specific fixed value) but when used to obtain a satellite broadband 
service from one of the selected retail service providers, the use of the code will 
reduce the total cost (i.e. installation and commissioning costs plus 12 monthly 
subscriptions) by around £350.  The code has no other value and cannot be 
redeemed in any other way than through the scheme.  
 

16. There are currently seven providers who have been approved by BDUK to provide 
services through the scheme. Applications are submitted via an online form (see 
Appendix B), which can be accessed at: 

 
http://www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/business-employment-and-benefits/better-
broadband-for-nottinghamshire-programme/basic-broadband-for-all/apply  

 
17. The available packages will vary in price depending on the retailer and the amount 

of data the home or business would like access to.  At present satellite broadband 
customers subscribe on average to between 10 and 20GB of data per month.  

 
18. The scheme will cover most of the cost of installation and commissioning of the 

satellite broadband service. Homes and businesses will be responsible for paying 
any remaining cost of installation and commissioning (if any), for choosing the 
amount of data and speed they require, and for paying the monthly subscription 
fees.  

 
19. Monthly subscriptions will start at about £20 and go up to £60-£70 depending on 

the monthly data cap and speeds selected. The basic requirement is that premises 
should not have to pay more than £400 over a 12 month period to access a service.  

 
20. Homes and businesses will sign a contract with their chosen retailer, for which they 

will need to commit to a minimum 12 month contract. Should they wish to terminate 
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their contract within the first 12 months, they may be required to pay an early 
termination fee to their supplier and may be required to repay the government 
subsidy that they have benefitted from (up to £350). 

 
21. If a home or business is included in future BBfN plans for fibre broadband but at 

present they cannot access 2Mbps, these premises may still be entitled to a 
subsidised satellite connection. Crucially though, there are strict rules around 
spending public funding to support the delivery of services, in particular spending 
twice on a solution. The BBfN team will need to avoid providing two publically-
funded solutions to a premise within 12 months. 

 
22. The subsidy scheme will only provide access to a satellite broadband service. 

However, premises may be able to access the internet through other technologies 
including a mobile 4G broadband solution or a local fixed wireless network.  If these 
are available to an area, they might be a better solution for the business or home 
requirements. As part of the application process, homes and businesses will be 
asked to confirm that no other, affordable, basic broadband service is available to 
their premise. 

 
23. For further detail on the application and implementation process, please see 

Appendix A.  
 

Reasons for recommendation(s) 
 

24. This report is offered for noting and forms part of the Council’s transformation of 
Nottinghamshire’s digital landscape. 
 
Statutory and Policy Implications 
 

25. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of 
crime and disorder, finance, human resources, human rights,  the public sector 
equality duty, safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults, service users, 
sustainability and the environment and ways of working and where such 
implications are material they are described within the body of the report.  
 
Financial implications 
 

26. There are no additional financial implications. Based on a 20% take-up at £350 per 
premise, £174,720 of funds have been set aside in the contract with BT to address 
those premises which are unable to receive basic broadband speeds of 2Mbps 
and will not be brought high-speed connectivity by either commercial rollouts or 
the existing publicly-funded BBfN programme.  All contract changes arising from 
commercial/legal amendments have been approved by the Council’s legal 
services team and a change request from BT duly approved to avoid any delay to 
adopting the solution. 

 
RECOMMENDATIONS 
 
27. It is recommended that Economic Development Committee notes this immediate 

support to homes and businesses that are unable to receive broadband speeds in 
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excess of 2Mbps and who will not be benefiting from the Better Broadband for 
Nottinghamshire (BBfN) superfast broadband roll out immediately.  

 
Tim Gregory  
Corporate Director, Place 
For any enquiries about this report please contact: 
Nicola McCoy-Brown, ext 72580 
 
Constitutional Comments [SLB 08/01/2016] 

This report is for noting only. 
 
Financial Comments [SES 07/01/16] 
There are no specific financial implications arising directly from this report. 
 
Background Papers 
• Nottinghamshire Local Broadband Plan (www.nottinghamshire.gov.uk/broadband)  
• Nottinghamshire Local Broadband Plan – report to Full Council, 15-12-2011, 

published 
• Update on Nottinghamshire Local Broadband Plan – report to Policy Committee, 

20-06-2012, published 
• Response to Petitions presented to Economic Development Committee – report to 

Economic Development Committee, 20-09-2012, published 
• Nottinghamshire Local Broadband Plan – report to Full Council, 28-02-2013, 

published 
• ERDF Funding Agreement, 14-05-2013 
• Investing in Britain’s future – Presented to Parliament by the Chief Secretary to the 

Treasury by Command of Her Majesty, 6-2013 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/20
9279/PU1524_IUK_new_template.pdf 

• Superfast Broadband for Nottinghamshire – report to Policy Committee 17-07-
2013, published 

• Superfast Broadband for Nottinghamshire – report to Economic Development 
Committee 09-07-2013, published 

• UK Broadband Impact Study – Impact Report, SQW, 11-2013 
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/25
7006/UK_Broadband_Impact_Study_-_Impact_Report_-_Nov_2013_-_Final.pdf 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – Resource Requirements for Delivery 
Phase – report to Economic Development Committee, 12-12-2013, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – report to Economic Development 
Committee  14-01-2014, published 

• Superfast Extension Programme indicative funding allocation letter – BDUK on 
behalf of the Department for Culture Media and Sports, 25-2-2014, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – Superfast Extension Programme – report 
To Economic Development Committee, 11-03-2014, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – Phase One – report to Economic 
Development Committee, 1-4-2014, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire Superfast Extension Programme – report 
to Policy Committee, 4-6-2014, published 

• Update on D2N2 Strategic Economic Plan and Local Growth Deal – report to 
Economic Development Committee, 1-7-2014, published 
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• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – Additional Staffing Resource – report to 
Economic Development Committee, 16-09-2014, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – quarterly update on the rollout – report to 
Economic Development Committee, 18-11-2014, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire Contract 2 – report to Policy Committee, 
07-01-2015, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire: authorisation for contract 2 – report to 
Economic Development Committee, 31-03-2015, published 

• Nottinghamshire Digital Champions Network – report to Economic Development 
Committee, 31-03-2015, published 

• Broadband Petitions – report to the Economic Development Committee, 31-03-
2015, published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – quarterly update on the rollout – report to 
Economic Development Committee, 07-07-2015, published 

• Broadband Petition – report to Economic Development Committee, 07-07-2015, 
published 

• Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire – quarterly update on the rollout – 03-11-
2015, published 

 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
All  
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Appendix A: The application and implementation process 
 

• A resident or business will be able to apply to benefit from the Scheme by 
completing a simple online application form. 

• The application form will ask whether the premises currently has a broadband 
service at the address, and what broadband speeds are currently experienced.    

• A check will also be carried out to confirm whether the home or business will 
feature in the BBfN superfast broadband roll out. Based on these checks, BBfN 
will advise whether or not the premises will be eligible to benefit from this scheme. 

• If the premises is eligible, the applicant will be provided with an eligibility code and 
a list of participating satellite service providers. 

 
Implementation process 

• Once the applicant has received their unique eligibility code, and the list of satellite 
broadband retail service providers currently operating under the scheme, they 
should review the products and prices available from each provider and select the 
product that best meets their performance and cost requirements. 

• The customer will then need to approach the chosen satellite broadband retail 
service provider to order the service they require, and provide them with the 
eligibility code. 

• The scheme will cover most or all of the cost of installation and commissioning of 
the satellite broadband service. The end user will be responsible for paying any 
remaining cost of installation and commissioning (if any), and paying the monthly 
subscription for the service selected, including VAT. 
 
Can a code be used with a different retail service provider? 

• The code can only be used with satellite broadband retail service providers who 
have signed up to participate in the scheme.  Other satellite broadband retail 
service providers may join the scheme after launch. 

• If a customer wishes to use a satellite broadband retail service provider which is 
not participating in the scheme, they will have to pay the full costs themselves. 
 
Who will operate the scheme? 

• The scheme is operated by a partnership between Broadband Delivery UK 
(BDUK), Nottinghamshire County Council, BT, a number of satellite broadband 
retail service providers, and a number of satellite broadband platform providers. 
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Appendix B: Scheme Application Form 
 
 

Application 
Form.pdf
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Report to Economic Development 
Committee 

 
19 January 2016 

 
Agenda Item: 8  

 
REPORT OF CORPORATE DIRECTOR, RESOURCES 
 
WORK PROGRAMME 

 
 
Purpose of the Report  
 
1. To consider the Committee’s work programme for 2015/16. 
 
Information and Advice 
 
2. The County Council requires each committee to maintain a work programme.  The work 

programme will assist the management of the committee’s agenda, the scheduling of the 
committee’s business and forward planning.  The work programme will be updated and 
reviewed at each pre-agenda meeting and committee meeting.  Any member of the 
committee is able to suggest items for possible inclusion. 

 
3. The attached work programme has been drafted in consultation with the Chairman and Vice-

Chairman, and includes items which can be anticipated at the present time.  Other items will 
be added to the programme as they are identified. 

 
4. As part of the transparency introduced by the new committee arrangements, committees are 

expected to review day to day operational decisions made by officers using their delegated 
powers.  It is anticipated that the committee will wish to commission periodic reports on such 
decisions.  The committee is therefore requested to identify activities on which it would like 
to receive reports for inclusion in the work programme.  It may be that the presentations 
about activities in the committee’s remit will help to inform this. 

  
5. The work programme already includes a number of reports on items suggested by the 

committee. 
 

 
Other Options Considered 
 
6. None. 
 
Reason/s for Recommendation/s 
 
7. To assist the committee in preparing its work programme. 
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Statutory and Policy Implications 
 
8. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of crime and 

disorder, finance, human resources, human rights, the NHS Constitution (Public Health 
only), the public sector equality duty, safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults, service 
users, sustainability and the environment and ways of working and where such implications 
are material they are described below. Appropriate consultation has been undertaken and 
advice sought on these issues as required. 

 
 
RECOMMENDATION/S 
 
1) That the committee’s work programme be noted, and consideration be given to any 

changes which the Committee wishes to make. 
 
 
Jayne Francis-Ward 
Corporate Director, Resources 
 
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact: Martin Gately x 72826 
 
 
Constitutional Comments (HD) 
 
1. The Committee has authority to consider the matters set out in this report by virtue of its 

terms of reference. 
 
 
Financial Comments (PS) 
 
2. There are no direct financial implications arising from the contents of this report. Any future 

reports to Committee on operational activities and officer working groups, will contain 
relevant financial information and comments. 

 
 
Background Papers 
 
None. 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected     
 
All 
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   ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT COMMITTEE - WORK PROGRAMME 
 

Report Title Brief summary of agenda item For Decision 
or 
Information? 

Lead Officer Report 
Author 

23rd February 2016 
Ningbo/Malaysia Report Chief Executives report on the visit to Ningbo/Malaysia Information Anthony May Paula Mullin 
Creative Industries Sector 
Report 

Review of the Creative Greenhouse and recommended next 
steps for the network 

Information Fiona Anderson Kevin 
Bartlett 

Nottinghamshire LEADER 
programmes - six month update 

Six-monthly update on the Nottinghamshire LEADER 
programmes, including an overview of the current open 
bidding rounds. 

Information Mandy Ramm Mandy 
Ramm 

Business Engagement and the 
D2N2 Growth Hub  

A review of the team and Council’s engagement with 
businesses and the finalisation of the Council’s engagement 
with the Growth Hub 

Decision Geoff George Oliver 
Whittaker 

Inward Investment activity 
2015-16 

To update Committee on inward investment activity 
supported by the Council in 2015-16 

Information James Mann James 
Mann 

22nd March 2016 
Budget and delivery plan To consider the Delivery Plan for Economic Development for 

2016-17 and associated budget allocations 
Decision Matt Lockley Matt 

Lockley 
LGF3 Update Feedback on initial project assessment process  Information Matt Lockley Geoff 

George 
BBfN Quarterly Update To update Committee on the final quarter of activity under 

contract 1 of the Better Broadband for Nottinghamshire 
programme 

information Matt Lockley Matt 
Lockley 

Nottinghamshire Economic 
Development Capital Fund 

To seek approval to launch the third round of the NEDCF 
programme 

Decision Geoff George Trish 
Adams 

 
Last updated 7 January 2016 

Page 33 of 34



 

Page 34 of 34


	Agenda Contents
	AGENDA

	1 Minutes\\ of\\ the\\ last\\ meeting\\ held\\ on\\ 1\\ December\\ \\ 2015
	4 Nottinghamshire\\ County\\ Council\\ Work\\ Clubs
	5 Feasibility\\ Study\\ with\\ Nottingham\\ Trent\\ University\\ -\\ Innovation\\ Outreach\\ Scheme
	6 ESIF\\ Programme\\ D2N2\\ Digital\\ Business\\ Growth\\ Programme
	7 Basic\\ Broadband\\ for\\ All\\ Satellite\\ Broadband\\ Subsidy\\ Scheme
	8 Work\ Programme
	Work\\ Programme
	Appendix\\ Work\\ Programme


