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UPDATE ON MINERAL AND WASTE MATTERS
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SUMMARY

This report informs the Committee of the latest position with regard to mineral
and waste matters which affect both City and County Councils.

MINERAL PLANNING

The Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan was adopted in March 2021. A
statutory review of the Plan will take place in 2026 to determine if all or part of
it requires updating.

Officers are currently preparing an annual Local Aggregate Assessment to help
determine likely future need for sand and gravel based on the annual survey of
aggregate sales in the County. The 2023 Survey (based on sales in 2022) show
a small increase in annual sales compared to 2021 but the rise is not significant.
Sales of sand and gravel and Sherwood sandstone in Nottinghamshire were
reported as 1.52mt in 2022, compared to reported sales of 1.47mt in 2021.

There is at the time of writing no further news on the potential submission of a
planning application for mineral extraction at Barton in Fabis. Requests have
been made to both councils to provide scoping opinions under the
Environmental Impact Assessment Regulations for a potential application which
will cross the administrative boundaries of both Councils and proposes to
extract 2.05 MT of sand and gravel within Nottinghamshire and 0.5 MT within
the administrative area of Nottingham City. The Nottinghamshire element is an
allocated site within the Nottinghamshire Minerals Plan. The scoping exercise
provides local planning authorities to set out the details they consider should be
included in any environmental statement accompanying a future planning
application. The County Council issued its scoping opinion on 22 August, partly
informed by technical responses by City Council officers regarding
archaeology, flood risk, ecology and heritage. The City Council is expected to
issue its own scoping opinion in the near future.

WASTE PLANNING

The County and City Councils are preparing a single joint Waste Local Plan to
replace the Waste Core Strategy adopted by both Councils in December 2013.
An initial consultation on the new Local Plan, including a ‘Call for Sites’ was
completed in May 2020. A Draft Waste Local Plan was approved by
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Nottinghamshire County and Nottingham City Council in January 2022. The
Draft Waste Local Plan was consulted on between the 7" February and 4" April
2022.

A Pre-Submission Draft Plan has now been written and was approved for
consultation by the Executive Board of the City Council and the Cabinet of the
County Council in July.

The Plan was published for formal consultation following the summer holiday
period on 30 August with a six week period to invite representations on the
Plan’s Soundness (i.e., is the Plan justified, effective, compliant with national
planning policy, and meets the requirements of the relevant regulations). This
is essentially an online consultation and is a final formal stage, with respondents
required to complete specified questions as required under the Local Plan
Regulations.

Subject to officers’ opinion that the Plan is still considered sound and
appropriate, the Pre-Submission Plan will then be taken to Full Council, at both
County and City, to gain approval to submit the plan and representations made
to the Planning Inspectorate.

Following this, the Plan will go through independent examination to test the
soundness of the Plan. Once the Plan is found to be sound, subject to any
modifications, the Plan can be then adopted by both Councils. It is hoped that
the Plan will be adopted in the latter half of 2024.

OTHER MATTERS

Councillors have continued to express interest in viewing a waste management
facility. Priority to date has been preparation of the Waste Local Plan, but
officers will now explore dates in the Autumn for a visit to an energy from waste
operation and a private sector recycling company.

RECOMMENDATIONS

That the Joint Committee note the progress on the production of the Waste
Local Plan.

BACKGROUND PAPERS REFERRED TO IN COMPILING THIS REPORT

None.
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