Appendix 1

Exceptions to the Requirement to Seek Quotations and Tenders.

Section 9.3 of the Financial Regulations contains rules for the selection of suppliers
including the number of quotations that must be sought (up to a certain level of
contract value) after which a tender must be run. Section 9.5.1.1 specifies five
categories of exception where the rules for obtaining quotations or running tenders
can be suspended. These five categories are:-

1.

The work to be executed or the goods or materials to be supplied constitute
the first valid extension of an existing contract, which has been procured
through a Best Value exercise, provided that such an extension has received
the necessary budget approval; and does not exceed the value of the original
contract or the next value threshold. Contracts must not be extended where
the total value will exceed the EU Threshold.

. The Council is buying from a contract entered into following a proper

tendering exercise by a consortium, collaboration, or similar central
procurement body, of which the Council is a member and which the Council is
authorised to buy from or through.

The work to be executed or the goods or materials to be supplied consist of
repairs to, or parts for, existing proprietary machinery, where such repairs or
parts are specific to that machinery OR upgrades to existing software
packages.

Works, supplies or services are urgently needed for the immediate protection
of life or property, or to maintain the immediate functioning of a public service
for which the Council is responsible. In such cases the contract must only last
as long as is reasonably necessary to deal with the specific emergency.

The Corporate Director decides that special circumstances make it
appropriate and beneficial to negotiate with a single firm or that a single
tender be invited. This will include occasions when it can be established that
there is only a single source available or where the Corporate Director or
his/her designate can demonstrate that best value for the Authority can be
better achieved by not tendering.

Request for the Section 151 Officer, after consultation with the Group
Manager, Legal Services, to vary, waive or suspend any Financial Regulation
under section 1.7 of financial regulations.



