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Report to Environment and 
Sustainability Committee  

 
27 November  2014 

 
Agenda Item:  4  

 
REPORT OF THE CORPORATE DIRECTOR FOR POLICY, PLANNI NG AND 
CORPORATE SERVICES 
 
MINERALS LOCAL PLAN – PETITION RECEIVED FOR OPPOSIT ION TO A 
QUARRY AT CODDINGTON 
 

 
Purpose of the Report 
 
1. To consider a response to the petition presented to the Chairman of the County Council at 

the Council meeting on 18th September 2014. 

Information and Advice 
 

2. Aggregate minerals (such as sand and gravel) make an essential contribution to national 
prosperity and quality of life. They help to underpin the construction industry and provide the 
critical raw materials for built development, other construction, manufacturing and the 
maintenance of infrastructure.  

 
3. The National Planning Policy Framework (NPPF) introduced the requirement for Mineral 

Planning Authorities to undertake a Local Aggregates Assessment (LAA) which states that: 
 

“Minerals planning authorities should plan for a steady and adequate supply of aggregates 
by preparing an annual Local Aggregate Assessment, either individually or jointly by 
agreement with another or other mineral planning authorities, based on a rolling average of 
10 years sales data’.  
 

4. The Nottinghamshire Local Aggregates Assessment (LAA) was approved by this Committee 
in July 2013 and sets out the apportionment levels for each aggregate which in turn informs 
the Minerals Local Plan of the future requirements for each aggregate. 

 
5. Preparation of the new Minerals Local Plan commenced in 2012 with a public consultation 

on the key issues and reasonable options facing the County Council.  
 

6.  A Preferred Approach consultation was undertaken between October and December 2013 
which identified existing and proposed new sites for mineral extraction. This informal public 
consultation document identified a site at Coddington as a potential allocation for future sand 
and gravel extraction.  

 
7. An additional public consultation which specifically considered sand and gravel extraction 

was undertaken between May and July 2014 with the proposed extraction site at Coddington 
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continuing to be identified as having the potential for future sand and gravel extraction to 
contribute to meeting the requirements set out in the Local Aggregates Assessment. 

 
8. A large number of objections relating to the proposed site at Coddington were received 

during both consultations (October 2013 and May 2014). These totalled 157 individual 
responses plus 2 petitions containing a total of 121 names.    

 
9. To ensure that the Local Plan is ‘deliverable, achievable and realistic’, evidence has been 

gathered and further studies undertaken including Strategic Transport Assessment, 
Sustainability Assessment, Habitat Regulation Assessment, Health Impact Assessment, 
Strategic Flood Risk Assessment etc. 
 

 
PETITION: OPPOSITION TO A QUARRY AT CODDINGTON 
 
10. A petition collected by the Coddington Against Gravel Extraction (CAGE) action group and 

other residents of Coddington containing 2255 signatures plus 271 signatures from an e- 
petition was presented to the County Council meeting on 18th September 2014 by Councillor 
Maureen Dobson. The petition is objecting to a proposed sand and gravel extraction site at 
Coddington which is identified in the Minerals Local Plan Preferred Approach consultation 
document.  
 

11. The petition states: 
 

“We, the undersigned, are strongly opposed to the proposed quarry at Coddington. We are 
extremely concerned: 
• By the additional and unacceptable demands it will place on the already inadequate road 

infrastructure, leading to increased traffic congestion on the minor roads as well as on the 
A17, A46 and A1; 

• By the risk to health associated with poor air quality, noise and light pollution as a result 
of the quarry’s close proximity; and 

• At the catastrophic environmental threat posed to Stapleford Wood and the associated 
negative impact on the local water table. 

Coddington Site MP2o is wholly unsuitable and we insist that it be removed from the 
Council’s Minerals Local Plan.” 

 
12. The petition sets out the residents key concerns/issues relating to the following topics: 

• Deliverability: ownership and infrastructure; 
• Traffic: congestion, accidents and alternative forms of transport; 
• Environment: impacts on built environment, landscape, natural environment  and local air 

quality; 
• Noise, Nuisance and visual intrusion 
• Health 
• Commercial: impact on economy, business growth, jobs and tourism.  

 
13. The petition concludes with a “request that the proposed quarry site at Coddington (MP2o) 

be removed from the County’s Mineral Local Plan”. 
 

14. Details of the submitted petition can be found in Appendix 1 
 



 3

15. The petition dated 13th September 2014 was received by the County Council 2 months 
outside of the consultation period and as such cannot be formally registered through the 
plan making process. However, the issues raised within the petition have already been 
raised through the objections received within the time periods of the two previous public 
consultations and as such these issues will be considered as part of the Minerals Local Plan 
process. The lead names quoted on the front of the petition have all submitted individual 
comments to the Local Plan, within the consultation timescales, and as such these will be 
considered alongside all the comments received. 

 
16. Officers are following due process in the preparation of the Minerals Local Plan as set out in 

the Town and Country Planning Act 2004 (and subsequent amendments) and the National 
Planning Policy Framework (NPPF). 

 
17.  It is therefore proposed that the following response be sent to Coddington Against Gravel 

Extraction (CAGE) via the petition organiser:- 
 
 “The County Council acknowledge receipt of the petition dated 13th September 2014 in 
relation to the opposition to a quarry at Coddington. This has been received 2 months 
outside of the public consultation process and as such cannot be considered at this time. 
However, the issues raised within the petition have already been raised through previous 
objections received during the consultation stages and as such these issues will be 
considered as part of the process”. 

 
Next Steps 
 
18. A further consultation on an additional sand and gravel site at Shelford West is currently 

underway and it is likely that a ‘Submission Draft’ document will then be prepared, taking 
into account any comments received on the issues and options, preferred approach 
document and the two additional consultations. Approval will be sought through Environment 
and Sustainability Committee and Full Council to publish it for a statutory six week period of 
consultation. The Minerals Local Plan, along with all representations received and other 
background information will then be formally submitted to the Secretary of State and 
subsequently will be subject to an independent examination by a Planning Inspector. The 
Inspector’s role is to consider the ‘soundness’ of the whole plan. 

 
19. If considered ‘sound’ then the Local Plan can be adopted.  
 
 
Other Options Considered 
 
20. Not to provide a response to the petition. 
 
Reason/s for Recommendation/s 
 
21. To inform Committee of the petition presented to the County Council on 18th September 

2014 and seek approval for  an appropriate response to be sent to the petition organiser.  
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Statutory and Policy Implications 
 
22. This report has been compiled after consideration of implications in respect of finance, the 

public sector equality duty, human resources, crime and disorder, human rights, the 
safeguarding of children, sustainability and the environment and those using the service and 
where such implications are material they are described below. Appropriate consultation has 
been undertaken and advice sought on these issues as required. 

 
Implications for Sustainability and the Environment   
 
23. The production of a Minerals Local Plan and associated documents is a statutory 

requirement. 
 
RECOMMENDATION/S 
 
It is recommended that approval be given for the proposed response (detailed at paragraph 17 
above) to be sent to Coddington Against Gravel Extraction (CAGE) via the petition organiser.  
 
 
Jayne Francis-Ward 
Corporate Director, Policy, Planning and Corporate Services  
 
For any enquiries about this report please contact:  Lisa Bell, Planning Policy Team 
Manager, ext 74547 
 
 
Constitutional Comments (CEH 15.10.14) 
 
24. The recommendation falls within the remit of the Environment and Sustainability Committee 

by virtue of its terms of reference.  A report should be made back to the next Council 
meeting on the outcome of the consideration of the petition.  

 
Financial Comments (SEM 17/10/14) 
 
25. There are no specific financial implications arising directly from this report. 

 
Background Papers and Published Documents 
 
• Nottinghamshire Local Aggregates Assessment 
• Nottinghamshire Minerals Local Plan Preferred Approach (October 2013); 
• Additional consultation on Sand and Gravel Provision (May 2014) 

 
Except for previously published documents, which will be available elsewhere, the documents 
listed here will be available for inspection in accordance with Section 100D of the Local 
Government Act 1972. 
 
Electoral Division(s) and Member(s) Affected 
 
All
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